
Distinguished, speakers, delegates, ladies and gentlemen.
It is a great honor, to be a part of this conference and event, and to have this opportunity, to address the audience, in time of rapid growth of the broadband and digital technologies and services.

We came to a need for common presentation and joining of all the available resources in order broader education of the markets that belong to the region of Southeast Europe. When we are talking about education, we involve a wider range of activities, which include carrying out national strategies, their implementation and development, involvement in the adoption of appropriate legislative tools, regulation, and development of existing and opening new investment opportunities in the sector, as well as informing and educating the decision factor in the Telco operators and end users with the social impact and benefit from the development of broadband and digital services.
The founding of the association "SEEBC-South East Europe Broadband Council", by several experts and companies working in the field of electronic communications, as initiative, it has a goal to summarize and to give a functional form of all mentioned above. The fact that this is a regional initiative opens the possibility for regional experts and companies to position themselves in the markets of Southeast Europe as carriers of new technologies and development of broadband and digital services.
South East Europe Broadband Council, by organizing business meetings, regular communication with the government institutions as well as relevant regional regulators, lectures and trainings, conferences and collaboration with other relevant organizations in the region and the world, has started with the implementation and realization of its main strategy "Supporting the development of the broadband and digital services”. 
As a key tool in the process of realization on the specified strategy, South East Europe Broadband Council last year in November, organized a conference with exhibition, which together united all stakeholders involved in broadband and digital services development.

This event "South East Europe Broadband Conference”, was two-day regional conference, consisted of presentations and panel discussions, mainly elaborating the development of broadband services and digitalization in every aspect, from social importance to creating national strategies, creating new business opportunities and investments in the region.
Over the last more than 10 years, countries from the South East Europe have made tremendous efforts to review and adapt their legal and regulatory frameworks to the fast changes taking place in the ICT sector and towards building tomorrow’s broadband and digital society. The desire, to bring their regulatory frameworks into conformity with the EU legislation, almost all countries adopted and simplified general regulatory framework, which reduced the barriers for market entry. 
As a result, ICT markets throughout the region are becoming more and more competitive. 
In that direction, it is very important to be noted that region of South East Europe with its mixed picture about broadband development and penetration, is becoming significant point on the continent of Europe, which is one of the global leaders in broadband connectivity, with respective fixed- and mobile-broadband penetration rates. 
South East Europe region to keep the role of emerging market, who is booming right now, will require substantial efforts. 

On this road, implementation of our strategy, the main effort will be to educate the market, to discuss with the governmental officials and regulatory bodies, to cooperate with operators of electronic communications, and to convince the investors that the broadband and digital development should be understood and accepted like the key driver of every economy, and every society in the region. 


The broadband ecosystem must be well understood in South-Eastern Europe, and the regional economies must keep the ICTs on the top of their agenda. 

Many of the countries in the region have already adopted a national policy, strategy or plan to promote broadband. 

In general they share a common focus on building nationwide broadband infrastructure, on stimulating demand through the promotion of online services and applications, and on extending connectivity to provide universal access. 
The cooperation between institutions, national vise and regional vise, has and will have key role in broadband and digital development. 
If we don’t have high level of broadband penetration, we certainly cannot talk about broadband development and broadband society.

I am very thankful, that our regional initiative is supported by one of the most reputable organization in the world “SCTE-Society for Broadband Professionals” from United Kingdom. This is an organization that for more than 20 years took an active part in the development of broadband and digital services, in Europe and worldwide.

I hope that today we will have the opportunity to meet here all the significant players on the broadband market in Croatia and the region, who will put special attention on this event.
Thank you,


